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Claudia Alvarez, DO

Family Medicine Physician
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Los Angeles, CA

Dr. Claudia Alejandra Alvarez was born and raised in Peru and moved to Florida at the age of 15. She
completed her undergraduate studies at the University of South Florida, where she transitioned from
pre-veterinary studies to pre-medicine after discovering that medicine lies at the intersection of
science, compassionate care, and social justice.

She earned her Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine degree from A.T. Still University School of
Osteopathic Medicine in Arizona, where she developed a strong foundation in holistic, patient-
centered care. She went on to complete her residency training at Harbor—-UCLA Family Medicine, a
Los Angeles County hospital, where she now serves as clinical faculty.

Dr. Alvarez has practiced in Riverside, California and Miami, Florida, before re-establishing her career
in Los Angeles. She currently serves as Primary Care Director of the Sickle Cell Transitional Clinic at
Harbor—-UCLA and as Community Medicine Rotation Lead.

Her professional interests include advancing social justice in medicine, increasing representation of
underrepresented students in medicine, global health, women's health, procedural medicine, and
hospital medicine.




Irene Arevalo, MD, MS

Voluntary Clinical Research
Project Manager

California Liver Research Institute
Los Angeles, CA

Dr. Irene Arévalo Soto is a distinguished expert in the field of metabolic health and health equity. A
dynamic Latina physician and researcher, she has dedicated her career to bridging the gap between
clinical excellence and the social determinants of health that impact the Hispanic community.

Currently serving as a Voluntary Clinical Research Project Manager and Clinical Investigator at the
California Liver Research Institute, Dr. Arévalo Soto is at the forefront of investigating Metabolic-
Associated Steatotic Liver Disease (MASLD). Beyond her research, she is a dedicated mentor, shaping
the next generation of clinical investigators and contributing to high-impact publications featured by the
AASLD and the American College of Gastroenterology.

With a dual foundation in medicine and specialized nutrition, Dr. Arévalo Soto brings a holistic,
evidence-based perspective to lifestyle medicine. A medical degree from the Universidad de El
Salvador, and a Master’s in Diet & Nutrition from the Universidad Europea del Atlantico, specializing in
childhood nutrition & physical activity.

Her clinical journey spans emergency medicine, rural healthcare, and inpatient/outpatient care,
including founding a private medical and nutrition clinic.

Her commitment to underserved populations defines Dr. Arévalo Soto’s work. From leading public
health initiatives against childhood malnutrition to serving as an Ambassador for Latin American
Doctors for America, she is a vocal advocate for international medical graduates and culturally
responsive care.

As the founder of the Dr. Nutri-Scope initiative, she leverages digital platforms to translate complex
science into actionable lifestyle medicine. Whether through faith-based health programs in Los Angeles
or global coaching initiatives, her mission remains the same: advancing health equity through research,
education, and bilingual advocacy.




Omar Guzman, MD,
MPP, FACEP

Core Faculty Member

Kaweah Health Emergency Medicine
Visalia, CA

Omar Guzman, MD, is a board-certified emergency medicine physician born and raised
in Visalia, Calif. He completed his undergraduate and medical education at UC Irvine,
where he participated in the Program in Medical Education for the Latino Community, an
enhanced curriculum focused on developing physician-advocates to serve underserved
Latino communities. He returned to the Central Valley for residency training at UCSF
Fresno, where he completed his emergency medicine residency.

Dr. Guzman currently serves as core faculty in the Kaweah Health Emergency Medicine
Residency Program and as the site’'s Assistant Medical Director for advocacy. He has
also served as Director of Undergraduate Medical Education, helping establish clinical
rotations and summer programs for medical students in the region. His work includes
developing workforce pipeline programs, founding and helping direct the Kaweah Health
Street Medicine Team serving individuals experiencing homelessness in Tulare County,
and holding leadership roles in organized medicine, including immediate past President
of the Tulare—Kings County Medical Society and district delegate to the California
Medical Association. He demonstrated executive leadership as, having served as the
inaugural Chief Health Equity Officer for a local Medi-Cal managed care plan.

Across these roles, his work has centered on advancing health equity through
community engagement, advocacy, and leadership.




Viviana Huang, MD,
MPP, FAAFP

Family Medicine Staff Physician and

Physician Informaticist
AltaMed Health Sciences

Los Angeles, CA

Viviana Huang Chen, MD, MPP, FAAFP is a board-certified Family Medicine physician
and Clinical Informaticist based in Los Angeles, California. Born and raised in Mexicali,
Baja California, Mexico, she grew up in the Imperial Valley, and now practices at
AltaMed Health Services, the nation’s largest independent FQHC, where she cares for a
predominantly Spanish-speaking patient population and advances health equity in
underserved communities.

Dr. Huang Chen is a proud UC Berkeley graduate who earned her MD through the
PRIME-LA program at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA, a Master of Public
Policy from the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs, and completed her Family
Medicine residency at Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center. She is trilingual
in English, Spanish, and Chinese-Cantonese.

Board certified in Clinical Informatics, Dr. Huang Chen leads EHR optimization, health
technology and language access initiatives at AltaMed, including helping implement the
nation’s first on-demand video remote interpreter integration through their Epic EHR. Her
passion for teaching led her to develop a course that she teaches monthly on strategies
to improve EHR efficiency and reduce documentation burden. She is a Clinical Adjunct
Assistant Professor at Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science where serves
as a faculty advisor to medical students.

As a California Leadership Fellow with the National Hispanic Health Foundation, she is
honored to continue advancing leadership, innovation, and equity in healthcare across
California.




Adali Martinez, MD,
MPH

Clinical Instructor

University of California San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

Dr. Adali Martinez is a clinical instructor in the Division of Pulmonary
and Critical Care Medicine at UCSF, with her clinical time and research
based out of the affiliated San Francisco General Hospital. She was
born and raised in Barrio Logan, a community in San Diego known for
its activism and history in the Chicano movement. Her experience
growing up in a neighborhood impacted by environmental injustice
inspired her career in health advocacy and pulmonary health
disparities. Health advocacy and activism have always been a key
component of her personal mission and medical career. She earned a
master's in public health with a focus on health policy and
management from UC Berkeley. Now as a pulmonary and critical care
specialist, her research focuses on the intersection between
pulmonary, environmental justice, and health policy.




Sonia Morales, MD,
MPH

Pediatric Oncologist
Children’s Hospital of Orange County-CHOC

Children’s/University of California, Irvine
Orange County, CA

Sonia Morales, MD MPH is Assistant Professor in Pediatrics at the University of
California, and an attending physician in oncology at Children’s Hospital of Orange
County (CHOC) and an assistant professor in Pediatrics at the University of California,
Irvine. She earned her undergraduate degree in Biology from the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA). Additionally, she received a Doctorate of Medicine from the
Program In Medical Education (PRIME) at the Charles Drew University School of
Medicine and Science/ David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA. While in medical
school, Sonia received her Master of Public Health degree, with an emphasis on Health
Policy and Management from the Fielding School of Public Health at UCLA. She
completed her pediatric residency training and her chief residency at Harbor-UCLA
medical center before moving to CHOC for her hematology-oncology fellowship.

As a physician-scientist her research focuses on pediatric/ adolescent and young adult
(AYA) cancer survivorship, investigating social determinants of health as it relates to
pediatric cancer outcomes, increasing diversity in clinical trials. Ongoing projects include
evaluating surrogate markers to detect hypersensitivity in asparaginase infusions,
evaluation of blood transfusion quantity and its effects on iron overload and mindfulness
and its role in improving mental health outcomes among pediatric/AYA cancer survivors,
and focus on the financial implications of a pediatric/AYA cancer diagnosis on a patient’s
guality of life and health outcomes. Dr. Morales has been funded by the Robert A. Winn
Diversity in Clinical Trials Career Development Award, funded by Bristol Myers Squibb
Foundation, Hyundai Hope on Wheels Impact Grant, CHOC’s Chief Scientific Officer
(CSO) grant, CHOC'’s Pediatric Subspecialty Faculty (PSF) research grant and the UCI
Health Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center (CFCCC) Anti-Cancer Challenge
Grant.




Maricela Rodriguez-
Gutierrez, MD, FACOG

Physician of Obstetrics &
Gynecology

Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center
Los Angeles, CA

Maricela Rodriguez-Gutiérrez, MD, FACOG, is a board-certified obstetrician and
gynecologist and a Physician Partner with the Southern California Permanente
Medical Group at Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center. She completed
her medical degree at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA and her
residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles
Medical Center. Prior to medical school, she worked as a biomedical engineer
after earning her degree from the University of Southern California and held
positions at several biomedical companies, including Merck and Medtronic.

Dr. Rodriguez-Gutiérrez currently serves as the Equity, Inclusion, and Diversity
Physician Director and the Physician in Charge of the Kaiser Permanente
Glendale Orange Medical Office Building.

An experienced clinician-educator, she has held key teaching roles such as
Clerkship Director for the Keck School of Medicine of USC and currently serves as
an Ob-Gyn Longitudinal Integrated Clerkship Preceptor at the Bernard J. Tyson
School of Medicine. She also contributes medical expertise as a media consultant
for national outlets including Univision, Telemundo, and CNN through Kaiser
Permanente Public Affairs.

Her scholarly work includes authorship in Ob/Gyn Secrets and research
presentations spanning surgical outcomes, cervical cancer screening, biomedical
engineering, and global health. Fluent in English and Spanish, Dr.
Rodriguez-Gutiérrez is committed to advancing women’s health and equity,
mentorship, and community engagement.




Javier Sanchez, MD

SCPMG Partner/Associate Clinical
Professor of Family Medicine

Kaiser Permanente/ UC Riverside School of Medicine
Redlands, CA

Dr. Javier M. Sanchez is a distinguished physician-leader whose career is defined by a steadfast commitment to
clinical excellence, medical education, and high-level leadership in organized medicine. He currently practices as a
Family Medicine physician at Kaiser Permanente’s Redlands Medical Office, where he delivers comprehensive,
patient-centered care while advancing initiatives that influence healthcare policy and community health across
California.

Dr. Sanchez has built an extensive leadership portfolio through long-standing service with the San Bernardino
County Medical Society (SBCMS) and the California Medical Association (CMA). He advanced through the SBCMS
executive leadership ranks, culminating in his term as President (2022-2023). At the state level, he has served as a
CMA Delegate for District 2 since 2009 and as District Chair from 2021 to 2023, representing the interests of
thousands of physicians and advocating for legislative and regulatory reforms that strengthen patient care.

A recognized advocate for public health, Dr. Sdnchez has led multiple high-impact initiatives addressing urgent
health challenges. He is the Founder and Medical Director of the Inland Empire Climate Health Coalition (2024-2025)
and serves as a Grassroots Climate Health Champion for the CMA. During the COVID-19 pandemic, he assumed
national leadership as an Executive Member of ThislsOurShot and founded Vacunate Ya, digital campaigns dedicated
to combating vaccine misinformation and promoting vaccine equity, particularly within the LatinX community. He
also serves as Community Health Director for the California Academy of Family Physicians (CAFP) Riverside San
Bernardino Chapter, strengthening partnerships between clinical medicine and community-based health efforts.

In academic medicine, Dr. Sanchez is an Associate Clinical Professor of Family Medicine at the University of
California, Riverside (UCR) School of Medicine. He contributes to multiple institutional committees, including the
LACE Program Advisory Committee, Volunteer Clinical Faculty Appointments and Advancements Committee, and the
Admissions Committee. Previously, he served as Physician In-Charge of the Fontana Urgent Care Center, overseeing
clinical operations and staff for nearly a decade.

Dr. Sanchez’s leadership and service have been recognized with numerous honors, including the 2023 Castle
Connolly Top Hispanic & Latino Doctor designation, the Nicholas P. Krikes, MD Award for Outstanding Contribution to
the Medical Society (2022), the UCR School of Medicine Teaching Excellence Academy Award (2019), and the Kaiser
Permanente Service Excellence Program Award.

Through his combined roles as clinician, educator, advocate, and organizational leader, Dr. Sanchez continues to
shape the future of medicine in California while advancing equitable, high-quality care for diverse communities.




Jesus Sanchez, DO,
MSPHE, MA

Affairs

Western University of Health Sciences, College of
Osteopathic Medicine of the Pacific
Pomona, CA

Dr. Jesus Sanchez is a first generation, dual board-certified physician in Family
Medicine and Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine/Osteopathic Manipulative
Medicine with extensive experience in academic leadership and medical
education. A 2004 graduate College of Osteopathic Medicine of the Pacific
(COMP), he completed family medicine residency training at Downey Regional
Medical Center, where he served as Chief Resident and was awarded Resident
of the Year, followed by advanced training in neuromusculoskeletal medicine.
Dr. Sanchez has held progressive leadership roles spanning clinical care,
residency administration, and faculty development including Assistant Director
of Medical Education and Residency Program Director. He currently serves as
Assistant Dean in the Office of Academic Affairs and Professor of
Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine and Family Medicine at Western University of
Health Sciences, where he led the curricular transformation initiative of COMP.
His leadership is grounded in professionalism, operational excellence, and
humanistic values, with sustained commitment to learner development,
Institutional mission and patient-centered care.

Assistant Dean, Office of Academic



Helen Stankiewicz,
MD, MSc

Associate Professor of Medicine In
the Division of Infectious Diseases

University of California San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

Helen C. Stankiewicz Karita, MD, MSc is an Associate Professor of Medicine in the Division
of Infectious Diseases at the University of California, San Francisco. Raised in Paraguay, she
brings a strong commitment to health equity and cross-cultural care shaped by her work in
underserved communities in Argentina, Paraguay, and the United States, including Spanish-
language community health education and media outreach. She received her MD from the
Universidad Nacional del Nordeste in Argentina and completed her residency at Advocate
Lutheran General Hospital, followed by an Infectious Diseases fellowship and a Master’s in
Epidemiology at the University of Washington.

Dr. Stankiewicz Karita specializes in the care of immunocompromised patients and in the
prevention of HPV-related cancers through high-resolution anoscopy at UCSF’s Anall
Neoplasia.

Clinic, Research, and Education (ANCRE) Center. Her research focuses on HPV prevention,
vaccine and therapeutic trials, and increasing diversity in clinical research. She is deeply
committed to mentoring learners and early-career physicians and to advancing workforce
diversity and inclusive leadership in academic medicine.




